ASCENT OF MOUNT TABOR.      l6l
grottoes, strong walls, and fortifications, all de-
cidedly of some antiquity, and a few appearing
to be the works of a very remote age.
First were pointed out to us three grottoes,
two beside each other, and not far from two cis-
terns of excellent water; which grottoes are said
to be remains of the three tabernacles proposed
to be erected by St. Peter, at the moment of the
transfiguration, when Jesus, Elias, and Moses,
were seen talking together. *
In one of these grottoes, which they call more
particularly " the Sanctuary/* there is a square
stone used as an altar; and on the 6th of August,
in every year, the friars of the convent come
from Nazareth with their banners and the host
to say mass here, at which period they are ac-
companied by all the Catholics of the neighbour-
hood, who pass the night in festivity, and light
large bonfires, by a succession of which they have
nearly bared the southern side of the mountain
of all the wood that once clothed it*
Besides these grottoes, no particular history is
assigned to any other of the remains, though
among them there seern to have been many
large religious buildings.
The whole of these appear to have been once
enclosed with a strong wall, a large portion of
* St. Luke, ix. 30. 33.
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